
Guaranteed Shield of Protection™
 SlideRenu is a Division of Sun Shield Coatings

 3428 Napa Boulevard Suite 1971, Avon, Ohio 44011 ● Tel: 440.781.0051● Fax: 440.930.2490

 www.sliderenu.com 

Is your waterslide ready for opening day?

Does it seem strange to talk about waterslides and park attractions during winter? Not if you want to make sure you
can open all of your attractions on opening day. Now is actually the best time to make sure all of your waterslides
and other park attractions will look fresh and most importantly function on opening day.

Why winter?
Why is it always easier to fix your air conditioner in December? A/C specialists come right away when you call in
December. Try to give them a call in mid-July and you will be spending a lot more money and your air conditioner 
will be down longer. Now is the best time to schedule the preventative maintenance for your park attractions so 
your hottest attractions aren’t wearing a “Sorry, closed for maintenance” sign this summer.

Inexpensive Facelifts Is your waterslide starting to look like this?

If so, it’s probably time for a facelift. Most waterslide manufacturing
companies warranty their slides for one year. After one year, the
waterslide appears faded, outdated, and even unsafe! If your
waterslide looks thirsty, don’t wait until the last minute, because this
type of maintenance is difficult to find during the summer. More 
importantly, you don’t want to experience lost revenue and
disappointed patrons. Waterslides require extensive maintenance
plans that can be very costly. Getting your slide on a preventative
maintenance schedule and using longer-lasting materials can save
thousands.

Which coating is best?
While gel coat resurfacing is available for waterslides, this type of application can be very expensive and requires
seasonal waxing along with extensive maintenance. In this particular instance, more expensive is not necessarily
better. Gel coat resurfacing uses a technique where an epoxy polyester resin is applied to the slide surface. The 
difficulty with gel coating is that it is susceptible to the harm in UV rays which cause cracking, fading, and is 
essentially of lesser quality than the slide’s original coating, i.e. gel coat enamel. The reason for this is because gel
coating is not specifically designed for defense against chlorine. Therefore, the necessity for repeated waxing and
ongoing maintenance to sustain the slide’s fresh look is extensive and costly with costs of application around $20-
$25 per square foot.  

A more cost effective way to bring your slide back to life is to use a clear coating made with
polyurethane/polyurea. Companies such as Sun Shield Coatings (www.sliderenu.com) have technicians throughout
the United States and Canada who are skilled at applying this coating. The difference in this coating is its natural
anti-abrasion that resists the wear from riders, inner tubes, and slide mats. Their coating is fortified with Teflon for
added protection on slide stress spots or areas that typically experience the most wear. Additionally, using their
annual maintenance suggestions, the life of your slide’s color can last up to ten years or more. The costs of this
application are typically around 50% less per year than gel coating which is why this option is ideal.

Another way to freshen your water attraction is to change the entire color scheme and add some additional
scenery. SlideRenu ® also offers innovative ways to completely transform the look of your water attraction. The
infamous Wet N’ Wild in Hawaii took on an entirely new look, and the total cost of the makeover was around 90%
less than an entire replacement!
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Projects such as this can help to increase patronage to cover the cost in much less time than that of complete
renovations. Look at the transformation on this renovation:

                               

Color, color, color!
Another idea for your water attraction is to bring it up to date. If your park has a 1980’s look to it, try something a 
little different. Rather than a complete change, a simple color overhaul can help to freshen the look. Remember that
certain colors together such as orange and yellow or orange and red can appear to be “cheap”. This is a good thing
if you are attracting customers on a tight budget. Colors such as deep tans, greens, and blues typically attract higher
end customers. Always think of your customer base when determining what to change about your attractions.

Time to call the experts
While certain projects can be done in-house to help save on costs. Slide resurfacing projects require materials,
applicators, and certifications that are better left to the experts. One project simply does not merit the expense or
extensive training. From there, ongoing maintenance can be done in-house but be sure to order the proper supplies
to maintain the integrity of your structure. Additionally, talk to the contractor about what materials to use and how
often to perform maintenance services in order to maintain the warranty of the coating. Your slide should be
inspected with a daily walk thru to ensure no seams are leaking. Seams that leak water also leak revenue so be sure
to get them repaired immediately or permanently sealed. Products such as SlideRenu ® ®Perma-Joint sealer can be 
applied along with the new coating to eliminate leaks permanently.

Maintenance
With any park attraction, maintenance is an integral part of upkeep. Slide cleaning, waxing, and pressure washing
can be very time consuming but are very important. Be sure to use the recommended materials for your type of
slide. If you are unable to perform maintenance yourself, or prefer to only perform some of the maintenance, the
website www.sliderenu.com has a wide selection of maintenance products and services. The website’s budgeting
feature allows you to enter the services needed and see the annual cost. From there, you can decide which services
you would rather perform in-house and purchase the products needed right online. Not sure what you need?
Recommendations are available to guide you through the website to develop the proper plan. The website also has
products for parks, playground structures, and metal structure coatings.

Get ready for opening day now! Nothing turns customers away more than non-functioning attractions, so make sure 
yours are working properly. Contact Sliderenu today!

 


